Jovis 12 die Fxnii Anno Repni. C rol; 
Secundi Regis 13. 


Rdered, that the T banks of this 
Houſe be returned to-Dr. Earl Dean 
of Weſtminſter, and Mr, Grenfeild 
Preacher tothe Society of Lincoln's- 
Inne , for the Sermons they Preached 
 Jefterday, and that they be deſired to print 
their Sermons: And Mr. Smith is deſired 
80 returnthe T banks of this Houſe t» Mr. 
Dean Earl, and Mr. Pryn to Mr.Gren- 
faild. 
%, Will: Goldesbrough 
Cher. Dom. Gom. 
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Dean Earl, and Mr. Pryn to Mr.Gren- 
faild. 
%, Will: Goldesbrough 
Cher. Dom. Gom. 


THE 


FAS1l 


As it was delivered in a 


SERMON 


At St. Margeretsin Weſtminfter,beforethe 


Honorable Houſe of Commons upon Wedneſday the 
712th. of Fune 1 66 1, being the day appointed by His 


Majeſty and the Parliament, for a Solewn Humiliation 


upon the late abundance of Rain, and the danger 
of Famine, and Peſtilence likely ro enſue rhereby, 


— {Kc 
— 


Se 


By Tho: Gra nnryln iD 4.M, Preacher to the 
Honorable Society of Lincoln's-Inxe. 
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tm 


The Second Imprieſfon. 


— 


Lvc. 23.28, 29. You arethey which have continued with me in 
my remprtations :. And I appoint unto you a Kingdom, as my Fa- 
ther hath appointed unto me, 


Ubi males premidfequuntir> hand facile quiſqnam gratuit bouns eft. 
.  _ -- Saluſt, ad Czſfarem, 


Suum cuique tribue, 


Hoc fac & wives. 


=" 08 


LONDON, 


Printed for Henry Brome at the Gun in Tvy-lane, 1664. 
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Tothe Honoutthle the Haaſ: oRCountens, | 
DEE) Now in Parliament CT Hs h 


_ : En 
; = ve 210% | 

\ Gdmilttien', 37 010499 7 ir 3:mM 3 90 12 
0 U have 46 red me to Print ny Sermiow 
 4n41" defire'yon "to Praffiſe it's becauſe, 
tisnever ſo well printed as when "ty pra- 
Y cſs - &n# pive'me leave totell you; rhe 
Ls EE A rcontd order pou fomel.,” as youre 'or-: 
Fae; me,” 9an te pructifeiÞ ar tvell as 1 Pig "Ce N SO 
theleſſe, ”; wilt perform my part, 

Our preſent age has been an age of ending I of ly 
three (and thufe rhe' grendefÞ of them) 19 Your YOfidera- 
tent We" hine hed the beſt of Prind 6" birburaifly \whuprhes. 
Fed 4. banr(ht Prince wilraclon Is, reftored:; "Ind 2lpab 
people (a4 yet) bat badly rouited: 

- Tothe firſt of theſe yoll owe'ydur Gabe FR the 
feornl avian ks, give thethivd younyjujh? eoft(s 
paſſions, 151211 2 1312110 97 3 07 Dþ 7 Ni ANWO. 

"Fox theft I'w ad willing n mr 3 ont chnitands; vr eſe 
I choſe my Text, fortheſe I have-phaded, \andl forbeſe 
F have done'mbit 1 never did before, 1 ave rl what 

was plerdedvfo> whim, #hat;*1n cafe they mviſs'of why vibes: 
hints vents, Vo they hav dont hirharrd Þyes 
they may mer with" ſome flender ont «(eaſt upon. npnyer. 


'Tis confeſt,you have done your duty w:ll.and. handſome» 


hi m0 ie twe firſt. of vBeſe TY No 


wth 
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% wo on 
S$ » OE p & + E. - 
: Fg h 02: ns x 
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| fered wrong , « and30 feed-andrelievet 


wth yroporelonable and becomming affeftions $ you have 
moiracd fondly for rhe firft aud rejoreeitaſtvly it the ſi 


cond : Theſe fy ingsy0u ought to have done, yet nor ts: 


leave the other undone; undone it is as yet, ;4nd (0 arc they 
for whoms it ſhould be done, and they can ſay it from « 
profeynd: an (3prrjence,as any part if Mankind, Eccleſ,, $. 
14. There isa yanity, . which is done upon the carch, 
thatthere be juſt men , unio whom it hapneth accord- 
ug tothe work of the wicked : Again, there be wick- 
ed men, to whomit hapneth according to the work of 
therighEaus,: 5.15 oo hh oo FC Emirtta 
It w.chis Subject, I am now upon, a very poor one, yet « 
very good one, and 4 very good one, becauſe a very Loy- 
al one, endif. Novelty makes any thing acceptable( as it 
dog)then this piper.may chal enge your acceptance, becouſe 
it treats of 8 SubjcRt never (as zet) thought upon, of 4 
SubjeQ never handled by ary but very courſly,uery wrong- 
»ly. | | | 
fe i now in your power to do them right, thet have (uf 
heſe hungry ones, 
and the honour of the Attion..will be this,that bereby you 
wil be followers of God:Forgthe Lordexccuteth judgment 
for. the oppreſſed ,' he giveth food to the hungry, he 
lagesh.the prifners., :and raiſcrhthem that arc bowed 
down, Pſal. 146. 7,8. Bc ye therefore merciful. 6yen 
as your heavenly Father is 'merciful ;.45 be &- wow, he 6 
merifa} beth.tothe juſt, and 101ht anjaſt 4be merciful te 
betb you wen, but,to be merciful to. the unjuſt- only, and 
pn gk 0, his 6 cruelty ; —_— muy rw 
| EUEr EET. 1 ONT 20 NEY, 1. OM CEUMOt dodefie then 
jnaken germs Lo Ive far eos all). 
defer d ih - na vi SIEDICNY ST YTSIES: 
\Thery pofi-ble ys (wnds, I 647, VOIP. FY thable ;) that 


< 


wang years nay not bring ferth' ſuch 'a Temper, and 
Contenion Parliament, « Vh2 ue, i which you fr: 
for"tn a thing as full of Hind ,. #@ the projet of 1he 
rear Elixir, which mi(ſes a hnndied 118-5 , before it hits 
#nce;your children to meny Generations may ſudly deſire 19 
fe# one of the days of ſuch a Convention, and yet not ſee 
* Therefqre; bchold, now is the accepred time;behol d 
now is the day ot-falvation? To day therefore © after ſo 
long a time) whilſt it is ſaid, ro diy; hardea nor your 
hearts,!f yew do, end (with Eſau) ſell your own,and others 
birth-rights, atterwards, when you would inherit the 
bleſſing , you wilf be rejeRed , though you'ſſe-k.it care» 
fully with tears, * i HOU & OMIING 
Tos love, axd ave for Loya'ty, Tknow you ares and if 
Jou be, then cheriſh what you love : let that tree have the 
oſt, ax beſt care. and watef, tbe beſt ſoil and fence,which 
gives you the friit you moſt love, 0 THO 
 Irwas «crueltie wo wheretobe found; but ina Nero; 
Ardet Roma, dum cytharacanit :: And ſhil we (as Iſrael, 
Amos.'6,'4, 53/ 6:) lye upon beds of Ivory, and ftretch. 
onrſelves upon our Couches, and cat the lambs: ourof 
rhe Flock; -and the Calves'out of the mid(t ofthe ſtall £ 
{hall we chant tothe ſound of the Viol, and+:inyent to 
ourſelves inftruments of Mufick £ (hall we drink wine in 
"boivles, 'and anoint'our ſelves-with the chick oyntments; 
and not be gtieved: for the Aﬀiction of F»ſeps 2. Lf ſo, 
what will follow? even the judgment we vow fear, vcr: 
7. the banquet of them that ſtretched themſclves , ſhall. 
br remeved: © 
' Tam apt 16: thn 1h-! Divid buſh, when, having ob+ 
rained reſt' from\'all his Enemies ronnd about , and: 'far-- 
ting quiierly itt his08'e; be 86ld che Propher, 2:Sam, 7: 
3,3. Scenow, I dwcll ina houſe of Cedar, but the _ 


'Of God dyeleth. meds on 

Corrſeonts. v6, for haywar eo 
b dwinlfhrate 100, 61d-344 wi 
ſontly,as wh en thicbrings\uþ 7 Medrh wp 
conſexter that the Lord 4 givenyoure Zach et you 
down peaceably in gour-hoaſes ;,aud yet. pres hs theſe 
Men (ikedhe 2 Anke) remain cled in coarſe 2, torn. gar- 
ments, and though the foxes hawebales,. the birds of 
the Air have neſts, gre men have pgt4 Piece PRenE 
to _ dews _ beets | 


+—puder! p50." nobis; 
Er ha oh & non poruiſſc Rs 
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Mubinksy, 'th enevghrowebe ye bake, and ſweat 6. 
2aitt'z #0009 fider bow\apermouſye- tot e ja7 complete of. 
theſe poor- ſouls, if rio hoble keſpe 10% in . the law 
guage of the dhe Gbendea cue man Like afrnew) 
nCor, 4. B.&c:\ Now yearc:full,. aow.ye are rioh ye 
bavs migned a5 54008 Without Qs, unlave op way. of is. 

God; ye did rejgn, tharwe alſo Fl En of xcign YOUs 
Eqr weshink ;\thas God hath ſer$qrch-us | it Were + 
men, appointed to death; for we AE. by le un» 
to the world;> and. roangels, and ro.men ; Rf hon 
but yie:are wiles weare weak, hu, ye.: axe ſtrong s 6. 
are hanourabls, but,we;-afe Me :},6ycn Uq this - 
preſent hourwe. barh hunger .and.thigſt,apd | 
ajid:are buffered; and bave jnq certain p = ab 7 vg ah 
And labour, working with our.own hands : being Ievie,, 
ledg we-hldfſe,; oeiepptbee, Neg ies «gi g 
api ed intueat.r Weave; mage a5 _ 
wal UE TTY of a penny antg this ; 


oo - i b 1 11-y; 14 Fry F 
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And if this be their Caſe, (as indeedit # , ) then, hew 
Juſt and ingennous will it be for you , toconſider it: And 
remember, that if it be juſt and good with God,that our 
light afflitions, which are bur for a moment, ſhould 
work for us far more exceeding, and erernal weight 
of glory : they certainly he will not rake 18 well at your 
hands, if their heavy affiiftions , which have been for 
many years, ſhould work nothing for them, but a far more 

exceeding 81d inſupportable weight of want and miſery. 

1 have forgot the Name, but Iremembrr the Vertue of 

that great Commander , who wh:in his Army. was mach 
diſtreſt in port of | Aquation , and a bottleof water was 
preſented to himſelf by one of his Sould:ers , he flungeit on 
the greund, and this after it, God forbid, that I ſhould 
drink, when my poor Sou'diers are perithing with thirſt: 
And the kindaeſſe of Alexander (if Curtius may be cre> 
d ted)was as great as bimſelf , who in a cold froſty night 
fitting by a great fire in an open ficld , and cſpying a poor 
Souldier npon an 0vt-gard ready to drop down dead with 
ihe Cold,yan to him, took him up in his Arms, brought him 
to the Fire,ſet him in his own Chair,rubb'd and chafed him 
with his ewn hands,and with much ado brought him to life 
Theſe wiſe men knew this tobe the way, to oblige an Army 
10 them, y Re 7 SW 

T leave this with you, to apply, and to divine what 1 
mean by it , and withal, you may do well to remember, how 
many of your own families received both th'sr Honours 
aud Eſtates fromthe Norman ſervice: Thet juſt Prince 
thought it his duty to requite his Souldicts, 414 if you 
wenld kiow the Engliſh of Miles; Zques, Comes, 6. 
which you now wear about your Eſchutcheons they are flow- 
ers which grew up our of that Field, far unlik> theſe weeds. 
which now ſpring from's ſqrvice 4s tngenuous and Juſt as 

Dh B 1hat, 


* 


(2) 

that for which the Heraulty i fo much altered , that they 
get mear -n0 other badg , #hen Pedes, Pauper, Famelicus, 
for being Loyal 10 their Prixce, 

\. Methinks, 'tis n0t ſo handſome, to ſee a Nation(that 
w4s lately Gules all our) now to ſtand .checker'd Argent 
end Sable, and to behold our late great Mercy of our So- 
veraigns Reſtauration, ;ke:thas. Pillar Exod. 14. 20, 

Cloud and darknefſe.to ſome , but lightto others, woy are 
Things well-in Tune,when(a 4t the-bnilding of the ſecond 
temple, Ezra 3. 13-) we cannot diſcern the noiſe of the 
ſhout of joy, from the noiſe of the —_ of the people , 
when one part ( the more antient and rightcom) may weep 
it ewt with the Poet, 


'———Hzcego, —talit alter honorcs, © 
Sic vos non yobis———  ' | 


And another (more novel and criminal,) ſhall triumph is 
with an O quam bonum jucundum ; &c, 0h how plea- 
ſent end profiteble athing it « to fight againſt our Sove- 
raign ! whereas the truth is , Fuſtice can never ſpeak bet- 
ter ſenſe, then when.it do1h upbrajd ſuch demeriting per- 
ſows with that Sarceſm of the Apoſtle, Rom. 6, 21. ſire. 
x73 2 what fruit would you have from thoſe. things 
whereof you are -now aſhamed ? For [the end of ſuch 
_ things is Death. 


haweno Houſes left them of their own, to eat and to 
drink in, 47 | 

If there be Oaths and Atheiſm , &c, more wifible 4+ 
mong them, then ohers, it.will lye very much at the doors 
of their Oppreflors. David had loſt almoſt all his Religion 
by the contemplation of the good ſucce(ſe of evil.men, Pla. 
73. Do them right, and try what they will be, ſurely thoſe 
conſciences , which' bave wors abont them ſuch deep. im- 
refſions end reſentments of Loyalty and: Honour aff this 
while, (and that at ſo great a diſadvantage ) muſt in cha- 
rity be hoped to have other good principles of Morality al+ 
ſo, which though perhaps they lye now in a ſwound,, yet 
they may be amakened into practiſe by your juſt Encourage» 
ments; and "tis ten toone, but you will thegeby reſtore 
them,not only to their Rights aud Forinnes,, but ta their 
wits andvertues. Abreath from your lips is able 18 quicken 
this field of dry boxes into an Army of Fertuoſo's,  _ 

1will not preſiribe 10 your Wiſedoms what to do for them 
»or adventare at reaſons of State, why ſamerhing muſt be 
done : There are many and great ones , but you can give 
them 10 your ſelves ; they are thoſe fun I of- 
fer you, and if Fuſtice and Charity be yonr duties, and the 
Compaſle of your Attions, then this is, 

If you will do no more for themyet remember them,give 
them (as leaſt) a place in your Annals and Records, God has 
(among many other Books) a book of Remembrance, 
Mal. 3.16. and inthis Book he records the ſufferings of 
£ood wen, Pla), 56.8, Their tears are pur upin his bot- 
tle, and writtenin his Book 

And it ſeems by that paſſage concerning Mordecai,Heſt. 
6.1, 2, 3. that it was the manxer of the Eaſtern Princes 
zo recorathe ſervices and ſufferings of good Subjedts t0 


poſterity, as ſoon as they were done or ſuffered: And there 
B 2 | were 


$- 

were Scribes ampng the Fews (if my conjefure fail not » 
whoſe pecultay office it was to do this , and truly the exam- 
ple of Ahaſuerus there, deſerves to be commended to the 
prattiſe of Princes, ver. 1.he was reading one night in buy 
book of Records, and found the goed ſervice of Mordecai, 
in diſcovering a Tre aſon againſt his Perſon. v, 2. and then 
puts 4 queſtion ( and it is Queſtiorege digna ) what hc- 
nour and dignity hath becn done to Mordecai for this * 
V.3. twas anſw:red, there was nothing done for him; 
But it was not long ere ſomething was, 

If theſe and the following lines may have the happineſs 
10 move you to put the ſame queſtion for our Mordecai's, 
W hat hath becn done for them * and upon finding, that 
as-yet nothing ts donefor them to put it further to the que- 
ftion, Whar ſhall be done for them £ God ſhel have his 
will, I my end, they the comfort, and you the bouour of (0 
Juſt ard brave an Aﬀtion. ' © OO 


Which ſhall ever be the Praycr of your 
Lincol*ns tant, ZJu- + moſt devored Servant-in the thi-gs of 


ly6,1661. God and his Righteouſneſs, 


THuOwuas GCGRENErBILD.. 


...—_—_—————— .——_ 


ISAY. 58: 


Pi PLES NL IPL: SPY LS PPPP XL 
ISAY 58.5,6, 7. 


&, Is it juch a faſt that T have choſen ? a day for a 
man to affiitt hes [oul? is it to bow down his head: 
as a Bull-rufh, and to ſpread ſackcloth and aſhes 
under him * wilt thou call this a faſt and an accep- 
table day to the Lord * 

6. Is not this THE FAST that Tharve choſen ? to 
looſe the bands of wickedneſs , to undo the heavy 
burdens, and to let the oppreſſed go free, and that 
Je break every yoak? 

>. Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that 

thou bring the poor that are caſt out to thy houſe , 
when thou ſeeſt the naked that thou cover him, and 


that thon hide not thy ſelf from thine own fleſh * 


OU are met this-day upon a very great 
2 and imporiant work, and you haye 
572 lummon'd hither a poor and weak min 
2a» toaſliſt you in it, onerthat hid more 
ZZ nccd to be faſted for , then able to ci- 

WV re o:hers, one whois (as at no time 
17 able , ſo) art this cime not willing to 
dreſfe ont the buſi-<fle before us with Elocution;and th e: 


rather, becauſe as it is the cuſtom of Mourners, . to di(- 
| poile. 


poile their garments ofall -Ribbonds and other dreſſes 
 whenthey Mournz ſol think, if plain garments be faſhi- 
onable there, a plain Scrmon will be ſeaſonable here. 
This people (here concerned in the Text) were a 
Nation much addicted to outward and formall duties, 
and among othersto thisof Faſting; the ſecond verſe 
before the Text, will deſcribe you this z And how pun- 
&ual and ceremonious they were in it, the 5. verſe 
(which is part of the Text) docs'decypher : Ir ſeems, 
this formality ran down the whole current of that ge- 
neration: for when I look almoſt home to the end of it 
(inthe dayes of Chriſt) I find the ſame humour ſtirring 
amongſt the Phariſees, of whom Chriſt ſayes, Mar, 6. 
16. that when they taſted, they were oex-$gw7's , that is 
(as one interprets it) they would look like Sc9#hians , 
 andthey did (as is obſerved inthe Text before mentio- 
ned)«peritey, that is, they cithercover'd their faces with 
black-hoods, or elſe (as one accutely obſerves it out of 
Antiquity) they uſed a paint or fucus to make them 
ſcem (ad and mortified ; and the great errour of them 
was, to think, that when this was done, the Faſt was 
over. Pp: 
Now the buſineſſe of this Text (with the cohxzrents) 
is to reprove, and with reproviug to rejeR, this formali- 
iy of taſting, and to commend and teach the true realiry 
orit. - | 
And (indeed) theſe are the parts of the Text. 
Firſt, a formal faſt reproved and rej<Red. v. 5. 
Secondly, a reall faſt preſcribed and accepted, y.s. 
And both theſe are done in the way of expoſtulati- 
on, which argues a more then ordinary vehemency in 
what is ſpoken. | - 
Firſt, an expoſtulation in the Affirmative, verſ, 5, 
Ts 


(7) 
Is t ſwch afaft * which is an ardent Negation, fignify-- 
1 ah mt Sade itis notat all ſuch faſt. * EF 

Secondly, an expoſtulation inthe Negative, v, 6, 7. 
Is not this the faft, &&c. Intimating a moſt vigorous Af- 
firmative: Certainly, affuredly, this & the faſt that 7 
have choſen. 

Sothat in the firſt, all formalities of a faſt (when 
they goalone) are rejeRed ; theſe Jewiſh formalities in 
the Text, 70 efflict the ſoul, to bow down the head like a 
Ball ruſh, &c. And on the ſame ſcore our Chriſtian for- 
malities of faſting all the day, meeting in the Houſe of 
publick Worſhip, making long Prayers, and hearing 
five or fix Sermons, one on the neck of another; theſe 
(I ſay) when they go alone, arc rejeRted ; and our own 
obſervation can teftifie, they have ben ſo, 

And in the ſecond, the real, proper, gcnu'ne duties of 
an acceptable Faſt are preſcribed and direRted: and thoſe 
are two, 

Firſt the duty of Juſtice unto men oppreſſed, v.6. 
Secondly, rhe duty-of Charity to men ejeed, v.7. 

And this u the faſt that God bath choſen . 

Thar, which (without any violence) is deducible from : 
the Text, may be reduced to theſe three Particulars, 
within which I ſhall confir.e all I have to ſay. 

Firſt, that faſting is a duty. 
Secondly, that God in ſome caſes does reje it; 
Thirdly, what muſt be done to make it acceptable. 

I. I begin with the firſt, That faſting is a duty, this 
is plain in the Text; where though we have rejedtionews 
wodij, yet not ye, of that manner of faſting, not of 
' faſting itſelf, ver, 4. We have not a peremptory, Neon 
Jejunabitis, but a non ſic jejunabitsz, and in the 5. verſe 


it is only tale jejunivm, not a faſt at large, but _ - 
aſt 


(4) 
faſt that has nothing but formalities, and'mediate duties 
in it vocem & preterea nibil, a cymbal-faſt, rhat makes 
a noiſe and hath no charity; this Good rejeReth, 

And the reaſon is becauſe to the moral goodnefle of 
an action, : there is required not only the matter and 
bulk of the fa, the manufacture and outward body of 
it, bur many circumſtances ro make it good. St. Aug. 
obſerves it in the point of celivering up Chriſt unto 
death, how much the end and intention in an ac does 
diverſifie the a& it ſeif ; Pater rradid it filinm (ſaith he) 
Fudas Dominum, Chriitus ſerpſum, one and the ſame a 
(v/F)the giving up of Chriſt was mercy in God, love 
in Chriſt, bur treaſon in th: Apoſtate : So here, as the 
Apoſtle ſayes of the law, 1 Tim. 1. 8, that.itis good if 
. a manuſe it lawfully; ſois che duty of taſting, good or 
ev:l, as it ſtands qualified by the end and intentioa of the 
perſons. | ; 

Inthe 4. verſe before the Text the faſt was evil, be- 
cauſe rhe intention was ſo, The faſt for ſtrife and debate, 
&c. and verſe 6. and 7. of the Text, the faſt is allowed 
to be good and acceptable, if ic ſtand aſſociated with 
the duties of Juſtice and Mercy, 

Clezr it is then, that faſting is our duty, and the more 
clear, becauſe we have occaſion for ir. The 

The firſt: one is judgement impending orircumbing, 
at the door.,or-in the houſe, Iſs, 22. 12. 1ſrael'was in dan- 
ger of an Inyaſion, 4»d i» that day (faith the Prophet ) 
did the Lord call to weeping and mourning, 
Though we read nor of any Prophet, that by word 
of mouth required the people roir, yet there was vox 
virge, Mic. 6.9, the Rod hada tongue, there was a 
Summons in the preſent Providence, there was a Hani- 
hal ad portas, the Perſian was at the gates. 


And 
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And leftthe Call of Providenee ſhould be thought 
rot Icud enough, we haye an expreſſe ſummons from the 
Word to this duty, Tel 2, 15. 16, 17. the x5. ver,gives 
us the Precept, Sani7ifie a faſt , 8&c.the 16. verſe ſum” 
mons the Perſons, and thoſe are all corcerned,the people» 
congregation, young 4nd old, &c. And the 17 yerſe gives 
us the duty, Prayer; Spare thy people, © Lord, 8c. and 
this was the praRiſe of Tſrael who like a flock of th ep, 
though in ticnes of ſafety and peace,they wandred abroad 
ſecurely in their ſeveral paſtures, yet when the Dog BM 
- Woolf drew near, they ran together to this 

uty. ' | 
Secondly, another occaſion to this duty, is ſome im- 
portant enterpriſe or undertaking, thar has danger and 
difficulty in it: Thus did Heſter , who going to pacific 
the anger of Ahaſnerws towards the Jews, and ro gain 
his favor ( athing dangerous , and difficult to be had 
from(o great a Prince) bids the people faſt for this, aud 
wor eat wor drink three days, . night or day ; and(l ſaid ſhe) 
and my maidens will faft likewiſe, and ſo willl go rothe 
King, (though it be not according to Liw,)and if I periſh 1 
periſh ; Andas the enterprize was-great, ſothe faſt made 
it proſperous: Thusthe Apoſtles, being to ordain, and 
ſend abroad: Miniſters ro the Gentiles, (an affair of 
greater danger and difficulty, (and importance too) than 
the former y they prayed unto the Lord and faſted, and 
having ſo done, they lard their hands o» Barnabas and 
Saul, and ſent them away, Acts 13.2, 3. whichpractiſe 
of theirs { methinks) give no mean warrant tothe obſer- 
vation of our Ember weeks, preparatory to'the Laying 
on of hands. | "TE 

The things'muſt be great and goods and when ſo, 
they muſt be taſted for ; #0: _ ſivife and debate , nor 


is 


to: ſaolte with the jſt afwickedneſe, nedfot aptoſperous 
"Rebellion; ed eldecor thaz'sthe Engliſh of the for- 
mmer;) ſuch faſts are tobe faſted for, and faſted from,and 
the late ſignal confutations given out by Providence up- 
an-ſuch fafts,: arc.evidence cnough , .we ought not to 
faſt for fach things. And indeed as all other ſervice,ſo 
this of faſting; (as the Apoſtle ſtyles it) Row. x2, 1. itis 
aouxh Aarti q Feaſonable ſervice." 210 
For firſt; God expeRs from us, a demeanour ſuirable * 
to our condition, 3nd as he was: juſtly-'condemn'd, that 
cate. without awedding _ tothe feaſt, ſo miy he 
no lefle that wears itata faſt. 
Hoſe 1:1. 10..'\We are required to walk after the Lord 
tn his diſpenſations; #»d when hefbal roar Like a Lyon , 
then.ovght me (hke (good children) te tremble, 'Tis a 
piece of moſt intolerable inſolence, for men to laugh and 
ſport themſelves when God frownes:this in I/ra:/ was ſo 
offenfive, that, I/ai..22, 14. becauſe, when: God call'd 
20,weeping and 19. wourmmg, there: was found: amone ſt 
Lhomn jy, x3 gl aſi, exing: fiſh, and drinking wine; 
&E therefore #64t 4119 uity ſbould not be purged from them 
zill theyigyed:Ir ſeems. be a moſt unpardonable and kil- 
ling iniquity z. it adds wings40-the leaden feet of ven+ 
geance;, and ſeronwprk her-iron hands 5 ir-makes her 
come faftes; and firtke deeper, itiwvas this that brought 
in the deluge'uponthe aatent world ; Matrh. 24, 38. 
becauſe they, were:eating and drinking, &c..therefore the 
foad cam; and togk them all aways. 5h hi) 4 > 
.-.Secondly;: adiigrect; obſervation of judgments -{ ci> 
ther near us Or ypenus;); will raturally beger ſuctvatem- 
per of mindin us, as will produce this duty .z Forin the 
way of a-gatural operation; when we' are in pain, in 


fear, in davger;or under any'fort of diſcoitent, we weep, 
F D, We 
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we cry, wepray,. welaſt;. when he few then Taich Da- 
wid) then they ſought him," Dameclas (though ſer down 
-at a plentiful Table) yet could not eat bit, becauſc ofthe 
.Sword, that was ſo ſubtilly. hung over him g where ever 
there is a proſpect or fear of a - judgment, it'will pro- 
duce thisz ?ris true ,, if a man were beaſt (and'they are 
lictle leſſe that do fo) void of fore-fipht and confiderati- 
on,he might be allowed to graze on:though it thunders, 
and like the ſwine cat his meat as luſtily an hour beforc 
his chroat iscur, as at any time before; And let not our 
Hilariors take it 11]; thatI cannot range them amongſt 
any other ſort of Cattel - For to be ſenſelefle and'iſen- 
ſual at the appproach of judgments, is for want of judg- 
ment; the'very Heathens themſelves (when in this Con- 
dition) were not firangers tothis duty : Nineveh- fa- 
ſted from the King to the Beggar, and from rhe Beggar 
ro the Beaſt for the threat that Foxas gayethem : | And 

this alſo makes it a reaſonable lervice. 
Thirdly, the reaſon of this duty further appears, in 
that the very outward a& of faſting doth qualifie and 
diſpoſc a manuato tnoſe other duties, that are more ma» 
terial z for if Prayer, Confeflion, Contrition, are du- 
ties that do much conduce to deliverance and - mercy 3 
and if it be Gods uſual method aeyer to take us up till 
he finds us .0n- our knees; when are +we fo fit. for 
theſe.duties, as when we faſt © For the corruptib'e body 
(as you have it Wild. g. 15.)preſſeth down the Soul,and 
the earthly Tabernacle weigheth down the mind that mu- 
ſeth upon many things, Now we have many things to 
wuſe upon in this duty, and faſting unclogs the foul, 
and takes off that mite and: dirt that hangs about the 
wings of the mind,whereby & mounts much higher inall 
ſpiritual atsz And therefore the caveat of Chriſt is 
| | C 2 -, -good, 
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| Pood, Luke 21, 34. Take heed to your ſelves, leſt at 4- 
: $:m8e g our Fr. over-charged Ne fe ting, and 
Dank cnoſe(topetze the word is)»e ingreaventsr,left your 
hearts be made heavy. Intemperance takes off the wheels 
of rhe Soul, and mikes it drive heavily, 

A duty then ie is, in that there are juſt occaſions of 
it, and ſtrong reaſons for ir - but let it be never fo 
much a duty, and never ſo often done, yet in ſome ca- 
ſes God rejeas it. And this tranſl es me over intothe 
cond particular, which is.to make inquiry ir+ what ca- 
{esy- and for what cauſes, God does reje&the faſtings and 
kumiliation of men. 

Rej<Red they are, itſcems, fomerimes: For in thever.. 
defore the Text: we find an exprefſe prohibiiion : Tow 
ſhall not fofft as you do this days and though ir may ſeem 
range to find a Yea anda Nay in ,to commind 
and inhibit the ſame thing, to make it ſometimes a 
dury, and yet charge it asa fin.; there muſt be ſome rea- 
_— for this, and it nearly concerns us to inquire what. 
they are. | 

Fir, then God rejeas our faſt ngs, when he finds 
nothing clſc but form and outward folemnity in them : 
Ir is the ſaying of Chriſt, Luke 16. 15. That which # 
highly efteemed among men, i abomination is the fought of 
God. Wuhar is highly cſtcemed among —_—_ may find. 
it I Saw. 16.7, Max leoketh on the outward appearance, 
but God does not, he cannot indure an out-fide when ir 
goes alone. Here inthe Text God abhors their humili- 
ationFor this very reaſon, inthatthey made it up with a 
buadle of TRE gin TY 2 aloud, forbearing 
meat, looking ſad, and wearing fſack-cloth, and fo did 
only Hiſtriones agere perſonne a faſt, and were no more 
concerned in't than the Acvrs are concerned in the mat- 
rec ofthe plot, © Secondly, 
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Secondly , God rejeReth our humiliations, when 
they are ſet on work mcerly for the removal of judg- 
ments, or the attainder of merciesz to faſt meerly for 
the one, as St. Femes tells us., thatthere is a faich of 
Devils, ſo we may call this the faſt of Devils - that eter- 
nall humiliation and contrition that is now prais'd in 
Hell , and thofe Howlings, Weepings, and gnaſhings of 
Teeth, that arc there amo1g the damned, are the re» | 
ſult and cffc of their never-dying toinrents,. And to- 
faſt mcerly for the attainder of the other, is no betrer 
then the faſt of dogs and ſwine, who hol and make a 
noiſe becauſe their Trough is empty z and God gives it 
ne better name, when he tels them:, Hof, 7. 14. That 
They did nod cry unto him with therr heart but howled upon 
their beds and aſicmbl:& themſelves for Corn and Wine: 
lt is therefore the proper errand of an humbled people to- 
confeſle their fin , and to-beg pardon and grace, and let 
providence take care for the reſt ; eſpecially, when it 
ſtands encircled in a promiſe, thar if we ſeck theſe firſt, 
ex abundanti, all'other things ſhall-be added to us. It 
concerns-us of this Nation to conſider this, and right- 
ly to ſtate. the reaſon of our humiliations-: for we have 
had faſtings for judgments (and have on-this- day,) but 
not one as yet for (in. 4 

Thirdly , tis not every faſting for fin that God ac- 
cepts, but in ſome caſes does rcje& ir, though ir be for 
fin; And thatis, when we humble our ſelves for ſuch 
fins, which lye in our own power to reform and remoye: 
Thereis the ſame Non-ſenſe and Abſurdity in this 
caſe, as whenanab'e luſty fellow: lics -in a ditch and 
cries, God help, We have a pregnant inſtance of Gods: 
rejection of our faſtings in this caſe, in that of Foſhns, 


Feb. 7.6. A.fin was committed by Achan and conceal- 
| ed, 
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:ed andthe people forthat fin were defented more then 
once by the men of Ai 3 F2ſb#a: a publick Magiſtrate 
(upon this) ff to 44 humiliation, rent hu cloaths, fell 
zo the Earth upon: his face: put duſt upon hwhead and pray- 
ed, But all this God rejects, and in the 10, verſe gives a 
ſmart check unto it, get the up, wherefore lyeft thou thus 
upenthy face? ardinthe r3 verſe calls him our to prac- 
tile, Up, ſanFifie the people, and made a diligent en- 
quiry after the accurſed thing z God hath given the Ma- 
viſtrate a Sword, and he- muſt nor bear that Sword in 
vain, When fin and prophaneſie abound in a Nati- 
on through the Mag:ſtrates negle&t or Cowardice, *tis 
not his nor our faſting will remove it ; becauſe he hath 
a more effeRual means in his hands to do it: And in 
Gods account ſuch a faſt is as ridiculous as if an huc- 
bandman coming into his Vineyard, and finding ir orc- 
run with Bryars and Thorns, ſhould fling afide his pru- 
ning hook and fall to his prayers, that God would weed 
them out. 

Fourthly, God rejeds the faſtings of men when they 
excep: and reſerve the praRiiſe of ſome beloved boſom 
fins unto themſelves ; this 1s noted witha more then 
ordinary indignation, Jer. 7,9, 10, 11, Willgos ſteal, 
murther and commit adultery, aud ſwear falſly, &vc. and 
come aud ſtand before me in this honſe which & called by 
my name , and (ay,we are delivered to do all theſe abomi- 
ations * is this houſe which is called by my name, become 
2 den of robbers in your eyes * behold I (even 1) have ſeen 
11, ſaith the Lord, We may Englith it thus, will you come 
and faſt before the Lord:for tear of Famine and Peſti- 
lence, and.,put exceptions to Rebellion, Regicide, ' 
Oppreſſion, and the -detainder of other mens bread © 
Is this the faſt that I have choſen? one ſuch Dalilah is 


enough 
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enough to deſtroy the. ſtrangeſt S1mſovz- one ſuch 
Agag, is ſufficient: to undothe talleſt Sev! ; one cx- 
cepted fin, will make void the beſt of faſts and as long 
as Achan, with his wedge and garment lay urdiſcove- 
red, unbrought out, ict net Tſrael expect to proſper ; 
ſuch 2 day as this oughtto be aday of ſlaughter, and 
if God at another time will deal imparvially with us 
for our fins, then it concerns us now to deal impartially 
with them, and: not to rou! any one (no not the moſt. 
beloved ore,) as aſweet morſe] under the tongue, for 
fear ir prove.as the book which was giycnto Saint Fo4n 
to eat, though ſweet inthe mouth, yes b:tter inthe belly. 
I have known the whole work of a Churrgion dc- 
feated, by ſuch a pariality as this, and, becauſe he 
ſearched not at the bottom, though he skinn'd it over 
tothe eye, the wound did feſter and {uppurate, and he 
was forced to begin again: If ycu will make ſuant 
work in your faſting, bring -out the bottom of your 
fins, donor keep backa part, and this may heal the 
land. - ; $51. {it? 

Fiftly, The faſtings of men are rej<&ed, when they 
will not be convinced of ſome fins that they are ſo in-. 
deed, asinthe cafc of ſhedding innocent blood, when. 
we have ſhed its and call it juſtice z.taſt- white you will 
i1nthis perſwaſion, God will not accept it, 'tis plain. 
enough ſa. x. from the 10, tothe 15, yer. In the 10. 
ver. God gives his own people very ſad names, Ralers 
of Sodom, and: people of Gomorrhaz, andin the following: 
verſes, be gives alltheir ſervices a very ad: reception - 
To what pnrpoſe:ss. the multitude of your ſacrifices unto 
met1 delight nat,&c.Who bath required this at your band, 
30 tread why (onrts? incenſe us 4n ahomination to me the vew 


. Moons und. Sabbaths, and the calling: of dfſemblies I can- 
& 76s: 
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not awiy with, it & iniquity even the ſolemn meetings yy 
ſenl does them, they jars = me, 1 am _ _ 
hear them, and when ye ſpread forth your hands, I will 
hide mine eyes from you, yea when you make many prayers, 
I will not hear, | 

A ſtrange diſlike! and werethere nor a reaſon given 
for ir, never enough to be wondred at, That God ſhould 
abandon the very ſervice that he does command, and 
what's that reaſon ? God that does nothing without 
the higheſt reaſon gives you his in the bottom of the 
15. ver, (andindecd it is like ſome cholerick diſtemper 
inthe bottom of the ſtomack, which makes us vomir 
up all we cat,) Tour hands are full of blood: When bloud 
is upon a Nation unacknowledged, unrepented, it mars 
all the ſervices of it. | 

Laſtly, God does reje& the faſtings of men when 
they are undertaken to promote bad ends, and wicked 
purpoſes : ſuch a faſt was that of FeJabel, x Kings 21. 9g. 
She proclaimed a faſt, that under the colour of a treſpaſs 
againſt that proclamation, ſhe might obtain the life and 
vineyard of Nabsth : And the faſtings ot 1ſr4el are here 
rejeed in this Chapter, becauſe they were undertaken 
to promote ſtrife and debate, and proſperoully to ſmite 
with the fiſt of wickednsſs: And in the 3 ver. more eſpe- 
cially the reaſon is given, becauſe in the day of your faft 
90s finde pleaſure, that is, (as the vulgar renders ir,) in- 
wveniinr weluntas veſtrs, You bring with you your own 
wills, defires, defigns, and hope to carry them on by 
faſting; and, aSit follows, you exe el your labours, 
omnes debitores veſtres repetitis, You beg of God a prol- 
perous vengeance upon thoſe you think have wrong'd 
you; ſuch low and baſe ends do no more ;uſtific 2 lt 
then whena Robber prays for an advantageous Encoun- 


ter, 
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ter, or 2 Pirate fora fair wind at Sea g.If we thus bri 
inthe tables of Money-changers into the houſe of God: 
and come here to truck with him, forthe grant of our 
own deſires, he will over-throw thoſe tables, and 
ſcourge out ſuch Merchants : If we faſt to ſatisfic our 
own ambition, cruelty, or covetuouſneſſe , we perverc 
the end of this duty, by bringing that hither to be che- 
riſhed , which ſhould be broughrthither to be flaing and 
truly (if I might have leave to give my judgment, ) I 
catinot underſtand why ſo great a defeat has been given 
out from God, ufon thoſe many humiliations ( ſeem- 
ingly to me very ſolemn and ſerious, ) which were acted 
by this Nation, and eſpecially.in this place, for theſe 
laſt 20. years, inſomuch as we might expoſtulate as this 
pecopie did inthe 3. ver. Wherfore have we faſted, and 
3hou ſeeit xot, wherefore have we afflicted our Souls and 
thou takeſt no knowledge? I ſay, I can giveno reaſon for 
ſuch diſappointment, but this , we propoſed baſe and 
degencrare ends in our faſtings, we fafted to deyour the 
comforts of other men with a better ſtomack,and to make 
our ſclves rich by their ruine. 

You ſee then that the faſtings of men may be reje&- 
eJ, and you have ſcen in what caſes, *twill now be ſea- 
| ſonable toput ſuch aqueſtion, as hedid in the Goſpel, 
Gocd Maſter, what good thing muſt | do that | may obtain 
eternal life ? fo here,what good thing muſt we do, to 
make our faſting acceptable unto God ? The anſwer to 
this, you will have in the third particular upon which I 
am now entring. 

T he proper ingredients therefore of a Faſt to make it 
acceptable are not for to ſeek, for you may quickly find 
chem in the 16,8 17. ver.of Iſa, 1. Ceaſe 19 do evil,tarn 
8 do well, | . 

= Firſt 
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\ - Firſt, Ceaſe to doevil,then do we faſt indeed when we 
faſt from fin, 'tis not our witholding meat from the bo- 
dy but our withdrawing all ſorts of ſupplements from 
our luſts, thar makes a faſt; The luſts of our hearts 
have wide mouths and craving ſtomacks; Ambition , 
would never ceaſe aſpiring, till it perch on the circle of 
the world ; Covetuouſneſle would ingrofle al! the riches 
of the Indtes; Revenge, would glut it ſelf with the b'ood 
of others; and itis the work of thoſe rhit faſt, to ryc 
up theſe, and keep them ſhort, to lay fiedge to them, 
and intercept their proviſions, the beſt way to k.ll them, 
is to ſtarve them-out 5 That expreſſion of the Apo- 
ſle is v-ry apr , Ga!. 5,24. They that are Chriſts have 
crecified the fleſh : nov, crucifixion is to faſten and bind 
down a living creature ro that which 1s croſſe and con- 
trary to ir, Our luſts are thoſe living creatures, and to 
crucifie them isto feed tem with contraries; Pride , 
 wou'd have a (Crown ot Gold.give ita Crown of thorns 
Luxury, would have the generous wine, cive ir vine- 
gar mingled wich gall : *cis no faſting except this be 
done, and therefore Saint Bernard, doth elegantly up- 
braid .a faſt that is. kept without this, Carne non com- 
meds, ſid comedis fratrem, 4 vino aiſtines, ſrd ab in- 
1#14is tibi non temmperas., "tis a ſad faſt ro forbear bread 
and meat, and the while to deyour the fleſb and blood 
of thy brocher.. 

Secondly, Leary to do well, thisindeed is the very 
olory. and accompliſhment of a faſt. But what thar dg- 
ing wellis, that's the queſtion : To Worſhip God is to 
do well., to hear, to pray, is to do well , but yet this is 
not the doing well here required yea, this doing well 
is rejeed and ſpurned ar of God,itfthere ve no: other 
ſorts of well-doing going with it; and what thar: 

| is 


ls. 4 | 
Is you have in the 17. ver. of Iſai, 7. Relieve (or righten) 
the oppreſſed, jnilge the fatherleſſe, plead for the Wid- 
ow. 

Tis clear then that the duties of Juſtice and Mercy 
are not only the Ornaments}, but the eſſentials of a 
taſt z they are madeſo in the Text , where there are any 
bazds of wickedneſie they muſt be looſed, any htavie bur- 
dens they muit be undone , any oppreſſed ones they muſt 
gofree, any yoke it muſt be broken , any that are hungry 
thy bread muſt be dealt unto them, any that are poor and 
caft ont they muſe be brought to thy houſe , any naked thou 
muſt cover bim, and good reaſoa , for inthe bottom of 
the verle, ke & thine own fleſh , at what wideneſſe ſocyer 
we are differenced by other things inthe wor!d, yet the 
pooreſt man alive is hy own fleſh, andinall thy as of 
mercy to him, thou art merciful toa part of thy ſelf; 
This is #be faſt, and how importunately the Spirit of 
God harps upon this ſtring, and points us ( as it were 
with the finger) tothis, even to this ſort of duty, you 
may further ſee in Zach. 7.9, 10. where, aftera reproof 
given to their formal faſtings, verſe 5. a rule is ſub- 
joyned for them what to do: Execnte true Fndgment , 
and ſhew Mercy and Compaſſion every man to his Brother, 
and oppreſſe not the Widdew,nor the Fatherl:ſſe $he Stran- 
ger, nor the poor,and let nene of you imagine evil againſs 
his Brother in your beert. Itisa ſtrange prefcrence,and 
much to be wonder'd at, which God gives to the du- 
ties we owe to man, before thoſe we ove to himſelf ? 
methinks it were enough to ſay, rhat the ſecond Com- 
mandemenrtis #kr .vnto the firſt, Math.' 22. 39, but to 
ſay, fir/t 20 4nd be reconciled to thy Brother,and then come 
end-offer thy gift; to ſay, 1 will have M:rcie rather 
rhea Sacrtfice,as Gods goodnels inthis to be wondred * 
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fo mans duty from this is to be concludedon, that out 


do? to faſt; and for what? the ſuſpicions and fears ofa 
famine like ro come up >n us, from our late abundance 
of Rain, threatning to ſpoil the Fruits of che Earth, 
'Tis very well, tidt any thing will drive us home to 
God; buterit is obſcrv.ble how early we are in this 
duty; we faſt for a judgement that is nor yet upon 
us, further then the fear aud ſuſpicion of it : It would be 
much more ingenuous tobe early and quck in faſting 
forthe fins of the Martioa, as weare for the dangers of 
it: thoſe ([ am. fare) are ripe cnough and ready tor the 
fickle ; we are much beyond the Suſpicions of ſin, we 
are under the Commiſſions of itz and yet, as yet, we 
have had no faſt for theſe, Ir would very much beautifie 
the beginnings of this blefſed revolution, and fortunate 
change of things we live.under, to begin with ſuch a faſt 
as this - but, ir ſeems, we love our bellies very well, and, 
as. ſome followed Chriſt for the loaves, ſo we faſt for 
fear we ſhall want the loaves; we taſt for fear that we 
ſhall faft. | X og | 
Bur fince itis ſo, that the. work of this day ſtands 
ſtited tomy hands, upon this bottom, it will. be con- 
venient befare. I candire. you how to.be.rid.of. t his. 
judgement, ta give; you-, my. jJudgement- whence. it 
comes ; For aſſuredly *tis no brutum fulmen, .noarrow 
ſhot at rovers, no accident ſlipp'd .out of the womb of 
chance without any ſigaiticyion.in.it:: n6, nos as/God. 
£ UC] 15 
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is the higheſt Reaſon,ſo all that he does comes from. it, 
and is guided by irs his very judgements themſelves are 
reaſonable judgements - and therefore though. many 
things come forth from God, the cauſes of which. ſhall 
not be known untill the day of the revelation of his righs 
reonſneſsz yet in the generall- he bids us believe, and 
would have us know,that he hatb not done without cauſe 
«ll that he hath done, Ezck. 14 23, 

Well then, a reaſon for this judgement there is, and 
wh:tis it ? totell-you that it is Wickedneſle in the ge-- 
neral, is tofling an whole loaf art your head, and not 
ro cut it for you; but yet the Pſalmiſt tells us ſo, P/el, 
I07. 34. He tirneth a faithful land into barrenyeſe for 
the wickedneſſe of them that dwell therein, and as God 
told Adam, Ger, 3.17, that the ground was Curſed for 
his fake (that. is, for his fin,) ſo-if our ground now be 
like to undergoe a Curle, it is for our fings Ard for 
what ſias 2 Certainly ,- for ſome ſins above others ; 
for, as the Clouds ſend down. no other watets than what 
the Earth ſends ups ſo there: 1s ſomething. comn. up from 
us before God, that has.drawn-, down our preſent judge- 
ments on us, 2:3 61,06 

There h.ve been divers intcrp:etations paſt on: this 
late abuadance of Rain $5 The Star-gazer chirges,itup- 
on ſome notable configuration in the Heavers, by yet 
-(as our late. Aſtrologers. confeſſed they;eopld .noyyead 
our late revolution, aud bufſed return of, the, King, in 
any conjuntion of the Planets, bur gave itclearly. up tg 
be a Miracls;) ſo. if you now exammne. their; Alinanacks,, 
you ſhall nor finde a ward foxe-te{ling all, this foul: wear 
thet, which makes methiak;jit is moxe then a,ngturali, 
itis2 judicial effec, oo 5 co ons 
; Ang thereforz others (ahz3 38 no good Liendaoonr 
lane) - prelent 
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preſent welfare?) will adycnture-to make-a malicious 
gloſſe upon the preſent judgement, 'and whiſper it, ar 
leaſt in: corners, thar it is forthe Kings coming in, for 
our inportunate deſires of his return, and for our great 
rcjoycings at his preſence: And they obſerve ( with 
ſome pleaſute to themſelves) the great Rain that fell 
at the firſt treatment of his Majeſtie in the City, the 
oreat Rain and Thunder upon the day of his Coronati- 
on, and the great Rains that have continued ever ſince, 
and they mtke bo!d with Scripture to prove this to be 
the cauſe of the judgement, from 1 Sam, 12 17, where 
Sams | tells the people thus + 7 will call untorhe Lord, 
and he ſhall ſend thunder and rain: that ye may perceive and 
ſee that your wicedneſſe & great, which ye have done inthe 
frebtof the L:rd, in asking 10u 4 King, ButT queſtion 
not; - but-this ' interpretation is too private and wide © e- 
nough: Therefore to come nearer home, What may 
theffins be? Truly the Nation ſtands now gui'ty of 
ſach fins, that T could find in my heart rather to pray 
fors famine then to pray agairſt it 3, For as faſting in rhe 
wiy-of phyficall operationis-good- to cure many di- 
ſeaſes, (p ther: be many fins (eſpecially thoſe of pr ide 
andluxury), which famine would be an excellent means 
dr I nation tgodard fomentations of 
bo Whit ont fins/are,” may-beread 'in the very face of 
the-Judgementr ; *that, as the Herrurians of old creed a 
Cilledeorof wiſe men: tobe their fulminum interpretes, 
_ cher" 7 ers'of” Thuder-bolts 7 and. as Phylicians 
{6b þ 464 y hefrgnaturt they- obſervein 2plane, will 'gacſs. 
_*hrivdly; whadiidlwholſomefo?! and burtfull'to : So 
*- there 15a; gpature in the preſent judgement, and by 
ih opbitl, and Completidn: that is init 'we may 
LEACH . = Calculate 
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Calculate its Nativity, and judge whence it comes. - 

Firſt, then, what think you of the fin” of Sabbaoth- 
breaking ? a fn now more frequent, impudent,and un- 
pun ſh. d, then in thoſe late black days, in which greater 
{ins were counted none atall ; This blefled day is now 
as much man2led and broken, as once the Lord and 
Maſter of ir was; and, as the Poet deriding the immo- 
derate dreſſes of a girle, rold her that ſhe was minime 
pars ſur, ſo is this d:y, ſo divided,an4 loaden with affairs 
and fins , tharit is now become the leaſt part of ir ſelf ,.- 
and you may ſeek for a Sabbaoth, ina Sabbaoth, and 
yer not fin{it. And whereas it is an :oly day,now other. 
days are innocent to chis , thoſe we ſpend upon our cal- 
lings, this upon our fins, and now do but fce how 
this judgment is fitred to this (in, L:v.26 34, wicre Mo- 
ſes rells rhe people. :5at the l:nd ſhoul / enjoy her Sabbath, 
and Le deſolate : becauſe the incn of the land- will not 
keep their $3bbaths, therefore the land it ſclf (hill 
keep hers; and ſuch a Sabbaothis now |.ke to be kept. 
for this year by a great part of our lind, 

Secondly, next what think you of the ſia of (wear- 
ing * afin whercby the devil chears a man more then by 
any, by being damn?d for it, and getting nothing by ir: . 
never cid bullets fly rhicker in the hotreſt barrel, then - 
oaths now in this wicked .City; you cannot paſſ: the. 
ſtreets, bur your ears will be box*J by anoath ar every 
ſtep, and 'tis a wonder to me, -if thele arrows which are : 
ſhor bolt up right and leveli'd point-blanck at God, do 
not :ecoyle upon the headsof thoſe that ſhot them z 
but how this {in does more particularly contribute to the 
judgment we now fea, you may ice Fer. 23, 10, 
where we arc told that becaule of Oaths-( Curtes ) rhe 
layd mauructh.There is a ſort of ground which husband- 

men \ 
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:men do call weeping ground, and'tis barren and-gqod 
for little ; we have fuch now, whole' Counties lie ba- 
thed in the tears of Heaven,and that becauſe of Oaths ; 
for if by them we pull God out of Heaven, and tear. 
him in pieces between our teeth, if we uſe his name fo 
vainly as if there were no ſuch being, *cis no maryell if 
the Clouds tumble down upon ug, when we lezve none 
in Heaven to govern and hold them up:He that thinks or 
lives as if there were no God, ſhall be cared for here, as if 
there were none. | 

Thirdly, what think you of the fin of Adulterie ? 
whether this may nut beger a Famine,Fer. 5,7, 8.}Fhen 
I fed them to the full, they then cemmuted Adnltery,and 
oſſembled themſelves by Troops inthe Harlots houſes they 
were 4s fed horſes in the morning, every one ntighed af. 
res bis neighbours wife, ſhall I not viſit for theſe things 
faith 'the Lo-d2and whar is the viſitation for theſe things? 
you ſhall find itverſe 17, 4 famixe, this that we fear, 
though coming another way, yet from the ſame fin; 
They ſhall eat of thine harveit, and thy bread which thy 
Sons and Danghters ſhould eat , they ſball eat of thy flocks 
and thy herds they ſhall eat of thy Vines and thy Fig-trees, 
&c, andit is a pun ſhment bothjuſt and preper, if thou 
borrow ſtrength from the creature to ſquander it awa 
upon unlawful beds,'cis fit that God ſhould take the crea- 
ture from thee: If a ſtallion grow unruly, tye him up 
co an empty rack, 

Fourthly, what think you of I=temperaxce? a fin that 
brings forth this ſuſpe@ed judgment , bath phyſically 
and judically too. Phyfically 'rtis no marvel if there be a 
ſcarcity when we fill our Tables to ſuch a height to 
feed a few, as will ſuffice for many ; committing a 
miracle contrary to that of Chriſts, who fed 5000, with 


five 


oy: loaves, and we feed but five with ſomeſcores of 
d:\hes.. ** (DE 7 0515 

And judicially this judgement lies much at the door 
of this fin, to witthe Laxury of man, for if you marke ir, 
this plague of Rain hurts not the'graſſe ſo much as the 
grain, the horſe and oxe are provided for well.cnough, 
nay the Country man. tells me that Cattle are like tobe 
gainers by'r, it is becauſe they are temperate 3 bur *cis 
the Luxurious and debauched part of mankind that arc 
like to be the loſers, in that Wheat and Barley are the 
grearcit ſufferers in this deluge: and he that told me 
that the Barrels of Beer and the Buts of Wine were 
ſeen to ſwim about the Cellars here in Town, made me 
p:cſently think, It was to puniſh our Drunkennefſes For 
as a Father ſpils the Wine and breaks the Cup when 
he ſees his child bur in danger to be fluſter'd ; ſo God 
does language it in this judgement, that it was our 
Luxury that brought it, by deſtroying the Tooles and 
Utenſi!s of that fan, 

Fifthly and laſtly, I will mention one fin more which 
(I fear) hath contributed ſomewhat more than the rcſ 
to this judgememr, and that is our publick defayler in 
the dutics mentioned in the Text, The want of Fuſtice 
and Charity, and inceed (totell you the truth) I choſe 
this Text, and have ſpoken all this while »pon it, onely 
ro intraduce what followes 3 and g've me leave tebe ye- 
ry plain and home with you, 

There is a party yet alive in Exgland (if they be alive 
and indeed 'tis as much as they are) that have been, and 
do till own the name of, 1r#e Engliſh-men (for the 
reſt live only by an A--»efty, and are Zngliſh-men but of 
one year old;) but theſe Iam ſpeaking for are ire old 
Engliſh men, and great —_— for being ſo: in _— 

| | they 


they live and are let paſs, not onely without rewerd, bur 
 reflitmtionz not only without reſpec? of others, but the 
recovery of their own. Aſtrologers have amuſed. the 
World of late with reports of ſtrange and wonderfuli 
Conjunitions ; never were there ſuch ſtrange and mon- 
ſtrogs- couples as are-naw. ſeen_ marching together in 
England, Loyalty and rags, Loy alty and lice, Loyalty and 
hanger, Loyalty and a prifon: Poor Loyalty ! the flower 
and credit of every good Chriſtian, how hardly art thon - 
uſed, to be unequally yoked with fuch as theſe ! his 
complaint in the Goſpel about wages was nothing, in 
compariſon to that whicÞ theſe can make, Matth, 20. 12. 
Theſ: laſt have wrought but one hour, and thou haſt made 
them equal untons, which haveborn the burden and heas 
of the day: but theſe men can ſay, Wehave born the bur- 
then and heat of the day, and have not received a penny 
| for ity but they received it who did nothing, if not 
worſe than nothing. 

*Tis a ſmart anda true one of him that ſaid, It ſeems 
a hard. piece of juſtice, that tbe price of publick freedom 
(when re#ored) ſhould be the ruine anly of ſucb as did aſſert 
it, *Tis the faſhion of this Town to give you. once a 
week their 6b;ll of Mortalitie, and to inſtancethe. ſeveral 
diſeaſes by which they-dyed-: but Ifiad not this. d:ſeaſe 
mentioned, So many dyed with the ſenſe of ad;J-regardedl 
loyalty, With a little-pains:I could prefeat; you with 
2 black Bill of at leaſt a hundred Gentlemen that dyed 
in and about this Town by no other diſeaſc- but this, 
and-wantz and yet: (as Fob) though they, ſaw'no_ delive-: 
rance,they till held faſt their integrity,and Carryed it with 
them to be regarded and rewarded in another; World : I 
could ſhew you whole Cart-loads of old ſhooes; and 
mouldy bread, all the houſhold-ſtuff that is left; ra theſe 


Poor 


pour Gibeonitesz I could tell:you(from a very pood hand) 
of a ſtout Rojalift., thar:(like LaJorw) came into our 
Hall &carctully gather'd up the parings of bread; which 
notonly the men, but the mice and dogs had left; { for 
our City dogs are ſo finely fed, that they ſcorn to cat 
that,' which he was glad to: find.) | 

And 'tis this endangers' a famine , and provokes it ; 
there is a ſgrarmre inthe very judgment, like Adenibe- 
Feck,, Judges 1.7. As 1 have done, ſo God hath requi- 
ied me; ſo God goes about this way to make you and 
them all of a piece, by taſting the ſame ſavce withthem, 
and by letting you to feel what'tis to be in want 5 me- 
thinks, tis the very language of Heaven, 1f you wil nor 
| belp them, the Earth ſhall not help yos : God will reduce 
your fair fields and fatned ſelves ro the ſame leannefle 
with them , and then *twill be in faſhion to want when 
great men wear it. | 

Let me give you my juſt fear ; that as the preſent un- 
kindnefle Uf not injuſtice) to this ſort of men is very 
orcat, ſo I dobelieye you will neyer thrive, neither in 
Creatures nor in Councels., nor in any undertakings 
till this be amended: For 'tis a crying fin, if St. Fawes 
be to be believed, whotells us, Fames 5. 4. That the hire 
of the labourers, whith is kept back by fraud, 'cryeth, and 
with that loudneſſe ,' #hat it entevs irito the'edts of rhe 
Lord of Sabbath ; and what dots this cry bbtiin? Miſe- 
ries, verle x. and what Miſcries# Tour: 'Richts 'uve cor- 
rupted, and your Garments moil-eaten, your Gold #hd Sil- 
ver is canker a, andthe ruſt of them ſhall be ## 4 witneſs 
againſt you, and ſhall eat your fleſh as i were firs And 
as nothing thtivaliin 1/r4eas longas Achen tareabrood 
on his ſtollen wedge and garment ,"ſorhough we' gild 0+ 
ver our Pluaders and 'Sequeftrations with the ſpeci- 
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- onstitle of the juſt acquiſts.of war, yet {etinot Engleng 
hope to proſper.tilt. there. 'be «nrza/@mar Ter751, AQ, 

3. 31, 4 reſtitution of all things, _ £5 
It is this juſt and moſt advantageous nork which I 
commend with the greateſt ſcriouſnefle toyour care and. 
Councell; that as you haye been indifferently ſe- 
vere in the vind/Five part of juſtice, ſo you would ſhew 
your ſelyes men in the reſtorative part of it, and fi'l up 
your office in both parts of it by puniſhment of evil do- 
ers, and the praiſe ef them that have donewell, i Per, 
- A would ſtand free from the judgment you fear, 
do this and it will prove an Antidote: He commenJ to 
you bur this one inſtance for your warrant anJ incou- 
ragement, 2 $4», 2I.in:the 1. verſe we read of a fa. 
mine that was inithe days of Devid, aud David engui- 
red of the Lord, and his anſwer was , 1t & for Sazl and 
for bis bloody bouſe , becauſe he ſl:w the Gibeonites : No 
part of the H ſtory tells me that he flew them, which 
makes me think he only uſed: them hardly, encreas'd 
their 8:rvitade, and made their lives a burthen to them, 
and indeed this. is, a pixce. of murder; and for this there 
was a famine, . ©. © | | | 
Have we no ſuch Gibeonites among us ? that are as yer 
thoughe good. for nothing cl{c,but tocleave- wood and: 
carry water, to dothe drudgery and mean offices of the: 
Nation? we bave, what. need: we; be; at: the; 'icoft to. 
Trade ſq far as the Indies for Blacks.and Slaves when 
we have enoughat home? neither'letus any: more up-- 
braid the Mabometen. craehy... for. making Vaſlals. of 
ſtrangers, - and binding. Gach anly to the-oar whomithey- 
knew not . under- any ; other notion, then of a-juſt 
2Re of War 5, we make Slaves among our (elves, _ 
Wo al. 
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that of thoſe who havebcen at the greateſt charge for” 


our liberty. Have we not a people endeayourcd to be ſup- 
prefſed and deftroyed by our {ate Saul? Did ans 
but bonds , and chains, and blocks, and halters , a- 
bide them here at home? and was any place but 4 Fa . 
maica , a Poxeropolis provided for them abroad? An 
as yet, theſe (the juſt heirs and owners of relief ) are 
not relieved : *Tis not a further vengeance on their ene- 


q 


” yr-, 
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mies that they defire, nor the hanging up of the Sons of | 


Sau! , what will the blood of others do them good ? if 
they lovcd that, they would never hive been ſo prodigal 
of cheir own, what then? le: our Dav/d ſend for them as 
David did for theſe,and debate the matter with them, 
as he did, verſe 2. What ſhall I de for yo, and wherewith 
ſhall I make the attonement , that you may bleſſe the inhe- 


ritance of the Lord ? 
This inheritance of the Lord (the Land of our Nati- 


vity) is like (it ſeems for this year at leaſt) to go with- 


out a bleſſing z letthe ſame wo'ds be heard from the _ 


. lips Four David, and ler the ſame queſtion be put in 
your Counceis, what ſhall w? dofor you? Tis quickly 
anſwer'd in the Text, which ſets me down where I firſt 
ſet up : Looſe the bands of wickedn:ſſe, nndve the heavy 
burdens, let 84 oppreſſed go free,break every yoak deal your 
breal to the hunery, bring the poor that axe caſt out toyour 
hou[es, cover the naked, and bide 2.01 your ſelves from 
your own fleſh, and though it may ſcem a work of coſt, 
itis not without reward, ver. 8, 6&c, Then ſhall your 


light break forth as the morning and your health ſhal ſpring 


forth ſpeedily and your righteouſneſs ſhal go before you,and 
the glory of the Lord [hal gather you up,Then ſhal yos call 
and the Lord ſhal anſwer,you ſhal cry,axd he ſhal ſay, bere 


Lam:Then ſhal the Lord gnide you continually,and ſatisfie 
your 
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Your ſeul 3n drought, aud make fot ytur boves,and you (bal 
Wk 1c 4 watered garden, andiike.e ſprivg x aa 


waters fail not, And you ſhal bulld the old maſt places ,* 


you ſhal yaiſe foundations for many generations , and you 
ſhal be called the repairers of the breach, and the reſto. 
rers of paths to dwel in, 


Which Duties that ye may do, and which Mercies 


that you may obtainthe Father of mercys grant through 
the Mercies and Mediation of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to 


-whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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eſcipe ac Worceſter, his travils and troubles. . 
The Covenant diſcharged by Fohn Ruſſell, in 4. 
The Complear Art of Water-drawingz in 4. 
, Mr, B'ys bis TranſJation of the 6 Book of Y;rgil in 4. 
- Mr. Walwin's Sermon on the happy return of King Charles the Second. 
A perfe& Diſcovery of Wirchcrafr, very proficableto be read of all ſorts 
of people, elpecially Judges of Aſſize betore they paſſe ſentence on con» 
demned perſons for witches, in 4. | 
4 ſhort view of the Lives of the Tlluftrious Princes, Henry Duke of Gleu= 
cefter, and Mary Princes of Orange deceaſed, by T. M.[Eſq; in 8. . 
Fneas his Voyage from Troy to Italy an Efſay upon the third Book of 
Virgil, by F Boys Efqiin 8, X : 
The Holy Cheat» proving from the undeniable pra&iſes of the Presbyte- 
rians, that the whole deſign of that party is roenſlave both King and People + 
under the colour of Religion, by R, LVeftrangeEſag 
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